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taxes. And what I was told was what you
heard, in a very cursory way, was that an
error had been made in the hiring of an ille-
gal alien; that it had been made after consult-
ing a lawyer who was an expert in this area,
so basically they had acted on counsel’s ad-
vice, but they were wrong; that they moved
immediately to try to correct it, and the status
had been corrected in terms of the legality
of the person; and that the vettor’s conclusion
was there would be no problem.

I have to tell you that during the course
of these inquiries, I received other weightier
warning, if you will, of things which had to
be worked through with other potential
nominees. In retrospect, what I should have
done is to basically delay the whole thing for
a couple of days and look into it in greater
depth.

But that was—I take full responsibility for
that. This process is in no way a reflection
on her. We would not have known any of
this had she not disclosed it to us and to the
United States Senate subsequently. So I will
say again what I said this morning: I’m sorry
about this. I still think she is an extraordinary
person and a very able person who will have
a rich and successful career, and I take full
responsibility for what happened in the re-
view process.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:22 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Memorandum on Fetal Tissue
Transplantation Research
January 22, 1993

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health
and Human Services

Subject: Federal Funding of Fetal Tissue
Transplantation Research

On March 22, 1988, the Assistant Sec-
retary for Health of Health and Human Serv-
ices (‘‘HHS’’) imposed a temporary morato-
rium on Federal funding of research involv-
ing transplantation of fetal tissue from in-
duced abortions. Contrary to the rec-
ommendations of a National Institutes of
Health advisory panel, on November 2, 1989,

the Secretary of Health and Human Services
extended the moratorium indefinitely. This
moratorium has significantly hampered the
development of possible treatments for indi-
viduals afflicted with serious diseases and dis-
orders, such as Parkinson’s disease, Alz-
heimer’s disease, diabetes, and leukemia. Ac-
cordingly, I hereby direct that you imme-
diately lift the moratorium.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
publish this memorandum in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on the Title X ‘‘Gag
Rule’’
January 22, 1993

Memorandum for the Secretary of Health
and Human Services

Subject: The Title X ‘‘Gag Rule’’
Title X of the Public Health Services Act

provides Federal funding for family planning
clinics to provide services for low-income pa-
tients. The Act specifies that Title X funds
may not be used for the performance of abor-
tions, but places no restrictions on the ability
of clinics that receive Title X funds to provide
abortion counseling and referrals or to per-
form abortions using non-Title X funds. Dur-
ing the first 18 years of the program, medical
professionals at Title X clinics provided com-
plete, uncensored information, including
nondirective abortion counseling. In Feb-
ruary 1988, the Department of Health and
Human Services adopted regulations, which
have become known as the ‘‘Gag Rule,’’ pro-
hibiting Title X recipients from providing
their patients with information, counseling,
or referrals concerning abortion. Subsequent
attempts by the Bush Administration to mod-
ify the Gag Rule and ensuing litigation have
created confusion and uncertainty about the
current legal status of the regulations.

The Gag Rule endangers women’s lives
and health by preventing them from receiv-
ing complete and accurate medical informa-
tion and interferes with the doctor-patient
relationship by prohibiting information that
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medical professionals are otherwise ethically
and legally required to provide to their pa-
tients. Furthermore, the Gag Rule con-
travenes the clear intent of a majority of the
members of both the United States Senate
and House of Representatives, which twice
passed legislation to block the Gag Rule’s en-
forcement but failed to override Presidential
vetoes.

For these reasons, you have informed me
that you will suspend the Gag Rule pending
the promulgation of new regulations in ac-
cordance with the ‘‘notice and comment’’
procedures of the Administrative Procedure
Act. I hereby direct you to take that action
as soon as possible. I further direct that, with-
in 30 days, you publish in the Federal Reg-
ister new proposed regulations for public
comment.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
publish this memorandum in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on the Mexico City
Policy
January 22, 1993

Memorandum for the Acting Administrator
of the Agency for International Development

Subject: AID Family Planning Grants/
Mexico City Policy

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 pro-
hibits nongovernmental organizations
(‘‘NGO’s’’) that receive Federal funds from
using those funds ‘‘to pay for the perform-
ance of abortions as a method of family plan-
ning, or to motivate or coerce any person to
practice abortions.’’ (22 U.S.C. 2151b(f)(1)).
The August 1984 announcement by Presi-
dent Reagan of what has become know as
the ‘‘Mexico City Policy’’ directed the Agency
for International Development (‘‘AID’’) to
expand this limitation and withhold AID
funds from NGO’s that engage in a wide
range of activities, including providing ad-
vice, counseling, or information regarding
abortion, or lobbying a foreign government
to legalize or make abortion available. These

conditions have been imposed even where
an NGO uses non-AID funds for abortion-
related activities.

These excessively broad anti-abortion con-
ditions are unwarranted. I am informed that
the conditions are not mandated by the For-
eign Assistance Act or any other law. More-
over, they have undermined efforts to pro-
mote safe and efficacious family planning
programs in foreign nations. Accordingly, I
hereby direct that AID remove the condi-
tions not explicitly mandated by the Foreign
Assistance Act or any other law from all cur-
rent AID grants to NGO’s and exclude them
from future grants.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Abortions in
Military Hospitals
January 22, 1993

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Privately Funded Abortions at
Military Hospitals

Section 1093 of title 10 of the United
States Code prohibits the use of Department
of Defense (‘‘DOD’’) funds to perform abor-
tions except where the life of a woman would
be endangered if the fetus were carried to
term. By memoranda of December 21, 1987,
and June 21, 1988, DOD has gone beyond
what I am informed are the requirements of
the statute and has banned all abortions at
U.S. military facilities, even where the proce-
dure is privately funded. This ban is unwar-
ranted. Accordingly, I hereby direct that you
reverse the ban immediately and permit
abortion services to be provided, if paid for
entirely with non-DOD funds and in accord-
ance with other relevant DOD policies and
procedures.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
publish this memorandum in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton
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